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Interplast REPAIRING BODIES AND REBUILDING LIVES IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION

SPRDI EnS

*THE SURGERY FRANK
HAD WILL ALLCW
HIS HAND TO GROW
PROPERLY AND HE WILL
BE ABLE TO USE [T
FOR HOLDING A BALL,
OR HOLDING A CUP,
HE WOULD NOT HAVE
EEEN ABLE TO DOT
BEFORE.”

Dr Frank Lin
Interplast volunleer

Phato: Dr Frank Lin, interplaat volunbear sungion

SURGERY GIVES BURNT TODOLER A BETTER FUTURE

When Cyclone Pam destreyed their willage v unable 1o use his hand o even straighien
Vanuatu this March, Frank and his familyhad  his arm,
na choice but to ve ouidoors.

In Meovernber this vear, an Inlerplast team
There was no power, S0 many of the newly travelled to Vanuatu. On it was first-time

homeless villagers resoried 10 using open volunteer Or Erank Lin,
fires. creating hazards for youngsters

e Pk, The two Franks — patient and surgeon - (Grace, brtare s procedure.
In addition to the hardship of being hit by iﬁﬁ;ﬂﬂwwﬁ ' | think his Uife would have been very difficul
the mast intense cyclone in the southemn i s : because both hds hands werne burnl and the
hemisphere this year, Frank had a fal linle’ Frank’s big bright smile. mare severely-alfected let wrist was flexed
and landed in a fire, badly burning bath of _ _ _ at 70 degrees,” Dr Lin recalls.
hie Fands. "He was just such a great kid,” says Or Lim,

“He was really open and Iriendly. He was “That had rendered the limb practically
As time went on, contractures caused his left  $miling and chatting with the anaesthetist useless because he couldn’t extend his arm
wrist 1o flex permanently, meaning he was and playing with him,” he adds. or even hald amything.”
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= |N FRANK'S HANDS

I never met his mather but his
father accormpanied him the entire

way. They had travelled for days 1o
gel to Port Vila for the surgery.”

Or Lin sperated on Frank o release
the contractures and put hirn on the
path 1o regaining the use of his left
hand,

The surgery was successiul, and
Frank bounced back guickly,
enthusiastically accepting nol cone
but twa of the teddy bears knitled
for Interplast patients by Rotary
iy volunleers,
Dr Frank Lin, who opetated on "Ltk Frank’.
Frank sull needs several operations. Bul we ware able 1o make 3 bag
ditference for him,” says Dr Lin.

It wasn't only his smatler namesake that touched Dr Lin on his first journey
with Interplast, The genuine and unassuming gratitude of all of the patients
he sanw also stands out in his mind,

"I think moast of these patients and their fFamilies are just very grateful, theyre

very Iriendly and not demanding and they're always showing their gratilede,”
Dr Lin reflects.

The gratitude remains, even when interplast volunteers ane the bearers of
bad niews.
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"Probably the mos! telling thing is when you have to tell patenis you cant
help them, and rather than getisng upsel = | mean some people walk a long
wiry = theey say "Thanks so much, we'll iry again next year.”
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CONSULTATIONS

AND PERFORMED
Frank's hand akes surgery, with the wrist now relessed and able to eaterd

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS US CHANGE
FUTURES TODAY IN VANUATU

DONATE NOW: INTERPLAST.ORG.AU MEDICAL PROCEDURES




